Radiotherapy provision in Cornwall
Make your views count before18th December 2017!

¢ NHS England is planning to change the delivery of radiotherapy throughout England in

a programme called 'Modernising Radiotherapy'. This is looking to centralise
radiotherapy for less common cancers (less than 50 patients per year are being
treated) to larger centres. See attached link below

* hitps://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/consultation/radiotherapy-service-specification-

consultation/user uploads/radiotherapy -public-consultation-guide.pdf’

* These centres would be for areas of population over 500000. Royal Cornwall Hospital
covers a population of 450 000.

* This process is being done because of a perception that larger centres will have better

outcomes. There is however no evidence of any difference in outcomes across
centres currently.

e In addition this process could lead to all patients receiving chemotherapy and
radiotherapy combined (chemo-radiation) which is the main curative form of
radiotherapy will have this at a central site - either Derriford or Exeter - usually
delivered daily over a course of 6 weeks.

Potentially this could involve all Head & Neck, Gynaecological, Anal, Lymphoma,
Sarcoma and Brain cancer patients being sent to either Derriford or Exeter for their
radiotherapy. Again these patients will be expected to travel up to other sites daily (Monday
to Friday) for up to 7 weeks or need to stay in accommodation in Exeter or Plymouth.

Consultation with cancer health professionals in the South West has raised several points of
concern;

* Travel to distant centres given the geography of the South West could lead to hundreds
of patients spending huge amounts of time travelling large distances for treatment
available locally.

* The commitment of travelling long distances for chemotherapy and radiotherapy
elsewhere may cause some patients to choose sub-optimal treatment rather than
travel. This will lead to lower levels of cancer cure which is unacceptable when the
optimal treatment is already delivered locally.

* There is no evidence that this disruption will lead to improved outcomes.

* There is cutting edge up to date equipment in radiotherapy in Cornwall that are capable
of all radiotherapy treatment modalities which would not be utilised.

* We already collaborate via regular video link up meeting with Derriford / Exeter with
Head & Neck, Sarcoma, Brain, Gynaecological and Anal cancer patients

As group we are committed to the highest standards of cancer care and would prefer to
show this by results evidence and through our participation in clinical trials.

We are committed to working collaboratively with other centres to ensure patients
receive optimal care. We believe this can be done with cross-cover between sites i.e.
Derriford and Cornwall and delivering high quality treatment close to patient’s homes.

If you have any issues, concerns, points of view regarding this process please raise them at
england.scengagement@nhs.net

Yours sincerely
Cornwall Cancer Team




